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Re: RFI Defense Production Act   
 
Dear Mr. Howell and Ms. Frisch, 
 
We write on behalf of the Charging Interface Initiative (CharIN), the largest global association focused on 
the electrification of all forms of transportation based on the seamless and interoperable charging 
experience enabled by the Combined Charging System (CCS) and the Megawatt Charging System 
(MCS). CCS and MCS are the global standards for charging vehicles of all kinds. An inclusive, 
industrywide coalition, CharIN represents nearly 300 leading e-mobility stakeholders, from automakers to 
utilities, grid operators, component suppliers, and charging station developers. Nearly 50 of these 
members are based in the United States. A complete list of members may be found on our website at 
www.charin.global.  
 
We applaud the Manufacturing and Energy Supply Chains and Policy Offices for issuing this Request for 
Information to inform how authority under Title III of the Defense Production Act (DPA) provided to DOE 
through Presidential Determinations could best be used as a tool to accelerate manufacturing and 
deployment of energy technologies to bolster national defense, tackle climate change and environmental 
injustice, strengthen energy security and reliability, and improve employment opportunities and broader 
economic prosperity for Americans. CharIN specifically focuses its comments on the RFI on transformers 
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and electric grid components as eligible technologies given its direct relationship with scaling the 
electrification of the transportation system.   
 
Area 1: Technology Supply Chain Challenges and Opportunities 

1. For which of the technology areas covered in this RFI, or products therein, do you think most 
urgently require support from DPA tools and why?  Please fill out chart below for the technology(ies) 
for which you are providing input (among transformers and grid components; solar; insulation; and/or 
hydrogen components). 

Technology What are the decision criteria for your answer? 
Name the eligible 
technology(ies) or 
product(s) you think 
could benefit from DPA 
investment  

 

Transformers  Typically utility equipment is made to order for each project, which can significantly 
lengthen project timelines. Given expected increased demand for transformers due 
to electrification goals, supply chain shortages must urgently be addressed. EV 
charging infrastructure is critical infrastructure that must be deployed in a timely 
manner in order to get EV drivers across the U.S. on their way more efficiently and 
quickly. Utilizing DPA tools to increase the domestic supply of transformers will also 
provide grid reliability and security benefits, domestic jobs and reduce climate 
pollution in local communities. 

 

2. What are the greatest barriers (e.g., financing or market constraints) to U.S. manufacturing, 
development, and deployment that the DPA tools described in the background can help 
address?  

 
When looking at the challenges related to transformer access and electrical grid component access, there 
are various barriers that need to be addressed. On the manufacturer side it can be a capacity issue to meet 
current demand for transformers and other subcomponents such as those needed for switchgear. This 
capacity issue can be related to workforce shortage which impacts speed and scale. For example, a recent 
letter submitted by the American Public Power Association (APPA) and National Rural Electric 
Cooperatives (NRECA) articulated the challenges with a lag in transformer supply in the U.S. and how 
workforce contributes to this issue.1  
 
Transformers for EV charging projects: Increasingly, power capacity constraints and long transformer lead 
times are becoming bottlenecks to accelerated EV infrastructure deployment. EV charging stations, similar 
to any other new commercial customer requiring electricity, go through a new service connection process 
with the local utility to get power at an EV charging site. As part of this process, the utility determines 
electrical service capacity needs as well as the project timeline and the grid’s ability to serve a new customer 
request. In the past year there has been an increase in longer lead times for electrical transformers. 
Transformers are common pieces of equipment for utilities to purchase and typically an EV service provider 
would not be the entity procuring transformers as that is normally done by the utility themselves. 
Additionally, a lack of standardization of transformers across states and thereby utility territories 
exacerbates the supply chain issue. Opportunities for greater standardization and thereby scalability could 
be an added benefit of utilizing DPA tools to increase domestic transformer supply. 
 

 
1 
https://www.cooperative.com/news/Documents/Trades%20Letter%20Supply%20Chain%20DPA%20Final
.pdf 
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Critical grid components for EV charging projects: Another important grid component of EV charging 
projects is switchgear. The industry is starting to experience long lead times for switchgear sourcing of 
components. These components can include switches, fuses, isolators, circuit breakers, protective relays, 
control panels, lightning arrestors, current transformers, potential transformers, auto reclosures, and 
various associated equipment. Lead times vary by component. Often switchgear is not owned by utility but 
rather charging equipment owners yet this still has an impact on utility timelines. If switchgear isn’t ready 
for instance, this can delay construction start and slow down projects. 

 
3. .Which DPA tool(s) and contracting vehicles would best help address the barriers identified in 

Question #2, to strengthen U.S supply chains: purchases, purchase commitments, financial 
assistance, subsidy payments, or other (e.g. use of Other Transactions Authority or a 
Partnership Intermediary Agreement)?  

 
DPA tools should all be carefully evaluated yet upfront capital support via financial assistance and on-going 
operating incentives to reduce costs appear to be key tools that could have an immediate impact on 
increasing supply and supporting domestic producers/manufacturers. Via financial assistance, DPA has an 
opportunity to help address the supply and timeline issue for both transformer lead times and other 
components for grid equipment. Via financial assistance, DPA has an opportunity to help address the supply 
and timeline issue for both transformer lead times and other components for grid equipment. Addressing 
this critical issue will be important also in the context of the National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) 
program where increased demand for power to serve EV charging infrastructure in more remote or rural 
locations will likely be impacted by both the transformer and component procurement lead times. 
 
In summary 
The United States can only meet its EV targets and decarbonize its transportation sector if it is able to 
scale the supply chain needed to support these efforts. This includes increasing the supply of 
transformers and other grid subcomponents such as those utilized for switchgear and thereby reducing 
equipment lead times. The DPA tools articulated in the RFI can be an important tool for realizing 
transportation electrification goals and we appreciate the DOE’s continued efforts to address the supply 
chain challenges. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to submit these comments. 
 
 
 
Oleg Logvinov 
President 
CharIN North America  
 

Erika Myers 
Executive Director 
CharIN North America

 
 


